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Dancing in Lockstep: 

A new Chapter of Sino-Indian Relations ? 

Pauline Geyer & Anna Aiko Birrer 

16 October 2025 

2025 marks the 75th anniversary of diplomatic ties between Asia’s two largest nuclear powers: 

India and China. After a four-year freeze in relations, triggered by the deadly 2020 border clash, 

bilateral ties are gradually warming. In May 2024, the appointment of Chinese Ambassador to 

India Xu Feihong signalled a shift toward reconciliation. By October 2024, the two nations 

reached a border patrol agreement, and Prime Minister Modi and President Xi met at the BRICS 

Summit in Kazan, their first meeting in five years. In 2025 the two sides continued their efforts. 

In August Foreign Minister of China, Wang Yi, met with External Affairs Minister of India 

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval in New Delhi, the second 

meeting of this kind between the two sides since 20201. Adding to that, the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization Meeting (SCO) in Tianjin from 31 August to 1 September 2025, for 

which Modi for the first time after his 2018 visit visited China, indicates gradual progress in 

Sino-Indian ties.2  

Yet, despite these developments, the stability and trajectory of Sino-Indian3 relations seem to 

remain ambiguous. Following, this essay explores whether recent diplomatic gestures reflect a 

deeper alignment or merely a surface-level conciliation. 

Put differently, this research asks: “Do the Dragon and the Elephant truly dance in lockstep 

towards a shared future?” 

While the appearance of rapprochement suggests a warming of ties, our analysis argues that 

while China is actively promoting a narrative of closer cooperation and mutual benefit, India 

projects a more cautious and strategically independent posture. In this diplomatic pas de deux, 

the Elephant4 and the Dragon5 may be indeed dancing, but not in step. 

While the 2020 border standoff reignited global attention on territorial disputes, such a focus 

risks oversimplifying what is, in fact, a much deeper geopolitical rivalry between two self-

described “civilization-states” competing for influence within a shifting global order.6 In this 

context, social media platforms, especially X, have become a key arena for modern diplomacy. 

As Frey (2024) notes, digital platforms are increasingly central to diplomatic engagement. As 

 
1 Farooquee, Sebastian, China and India should be partners, not adversaries, says foreign minister Wang Yi.  
2 Samaan, The bigger story behind Modi’s China trip – and it’s not India’s tensions with Trump. 
3 The term Sino-Indian will be used, without a signal of preferences towards a country.  
4 In Indian culture, the Elephant holds profound symbolic significance, embodying qualities such as strength, wisdom, and 

prosperity. This reverence is deeply embedded in religious and philosophical traditions, notably within Hinduism and 

Buddhism. (Natura, 2023). 
5 The Dragon reflects a deep-rooted cultural symbol closely tied to national Chinese identity. With a continuous history 

spanning over 5,000 years, China is among the world’s oldest enduring civilizations, with the symbol for the Dragon being 

one of the first ones in Chinese literacy. In this context, the Dragon serves not only as a powerful emblem of China’s 

historical legacy, but also as a metaphor for its resurgence and growing power. (LanguageWire, 2025). 
6 Bajpaee, Jie, How China-India relations will shape Asia, p.2. 
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they enable ambassadors and institutions to connect with foreign publics and shape global 

narratives.7 Adding to that, China’s recent emergence as a global soft power leader, ranking 

among the top two worldwide8, underscores the significance of studying these narratives. 

Understanding the specific wording, tone, and topics in official communications helps to 

decode the bilateral ties both states want to pursue and offers a lens through which to forecast 

future developments. 

Following, the research question will be addressed with a discourse analysis of digital 

diplomacy, focusing on government narratives as expressed via X. Specifically, it examines 

posts and reposts by the Indian Embassy in China (@EOIBeijing) and the Chinese Embassy in 

India, particularly through the official statements of Ambassador Xu Feihong 

(@China_Amb_Ind). 

The research paper proceeds by outlining the methodology used to analyse the selected posts, 

followed by a review of recent research on Sino-Indian relations in the aftermath of the 2020 

clash. A brief historical overview of bilateral ties will then provide essential context for 

interpreting the present-day narratives. The core of this research focuses on analysing the most 

prominent and recurring topics within the posts, identifying converging and diverging 

narratives. This will allow to assess whether India and China are dancing at the same speed or 

moving closer in lockstep. 

Methodology 

This study adopts a twofold multimethod approach, combining quantitative and qualitative 

methods to examine how the Chinese and Indian embassies publicly narrate their bilateral 

relationship on X. The metaphor of the dancing Elephant and Dragon will furthermore help to 

combine the quantitative and qualitative aspects of our research into a coherent understanding 

of Sino-Indian relations. 

First, a quantitative analysis of all X posts related to Sino-Indian relations that were published 

by the Chinese Embassy in India and the Indian Embassy in China between 1st April 2024 and 

11th of September 2025 was conducted. The focus laid on the frequency of posts, which 

enabled the analyses of the speed and intensity of each side’s diplomatic engagement, or, 

metaphorically, the tempo of their dance. This mapping helped identify patterns in when and 

how each country chose to communicate. 

To complement this, a Foucauldian-informed discourse analysis helped to interpret how each 

side constructs narratives and communicates strategic intent, or, metaphorically, the dance 

steps being performed.  

A Foucauldian discourse analysis allows us to examine how language produces meaning and 

sustains power.9 It offers explanations on how certain perspectives come to be seen as normal 

 
7 Frey, Digital Diplomacy.  
8 BrandFinance, Global Soft Power Index 2025.  
9 Cheek, Foucauldian Discourse Analysis, p.357.  
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or legitimate within diplomatic exchanges.10 As Foucault emphasized, discourse is both shaped 

by and itself shapes structures of power and knowledge. This makes it a valuable tool for 

uncovering the implicit assumptions and strategic objectives behind public messaging.11  

Following, through close reading of the posts, repeated wording, the tone, and the political 

narratives were examined. Crucially, during the discourse analysis, the authors identified topics 

that stood out in the messaging from both sides, or strikingly from just one and not the other. 

This was helpful to uncover systematic links between language, diplomatic practice, and 

political narratives.12 Adding to that, by incorporating official publications, statements, and 

interviews, which were reposted by the accounts, the findings were contextualized.  

By analysing both the frequency and content of embassy communications on X, the authors 

aim to draw conclusions not only about how often each country engages but also about how 

they frame the relationship. Together, frequency and meaning of the posts provide a basis for 

evaluating whether India and China are indeed dancing in lockstep towards the future. 

State of the Art 

A growing body of research from Think Tanks highlights that Sino-Indian relations go far 

beyond border tensions and are shaped by deeper historical, geopolitical, and strategic factors. 

In this regard Bajpaee and Jie (2025) argue that the relationship between China and India is 

often misunderstood by outsiders, as it is narrowly seen through the lens of the boundary 

dispute. While, in reality, it reflects a broader competition for influence in a multipolar world.13 

Consequently, they point out that the 2024 border agreement failed to address underlying 

grievances.14 Lesvesques (2025) describes the Sino-Indian relationship as tense, shaped on the 

one hand by an unresolved border conflict but on the other by asymmetrical trade ties, resource 

shortages especially about water15, and mutual mistrust. He highlights China’s tendency to 

view India through the lens of its U.S. rivalry, underestimating India’s agency even as both 

countries compete for influence in the Global South.16  

Such framing contrasts with recent scholarship, as Samaan (2025) emphasizes India’s shift 

from its Cold War posture of non-alignment toward a more flexible strategy of multi-

alignment.17 Building on this, Jaffrelot (2025) notes that scholars interpret India’s international 

posture in several ways. On the one hand, analysts attribute India‘s attitude regarding China to 

the Trump administration. Conversely, others interpret it as a manifestation of India’s strategic 

autonomy, which is rooted in the logic of non-alignment — now reframed as ‘plurilateralism’ 

— which emphasizes sustaining ties with a wide range of partners while carefully avoiding 

alignment to the extent of formal alliance. However, he stresses that both interpretations seem 

 
10 Riley, Robson, Evans, Foucauldian-Informed Discourse Analysis. 
11 Diaz-Bone et.al., The field of foucaultian discourse Analysis, p.8.  
12 Meraz, Papacharissi, Networked gatekeeping and networked framing , p.147. 
13 Bajpaee, Jie, How China-India relations will shape Asia, p.2.  
14 Bajpaee, Jie, How China-India relations will shape Asia, p.8. 
15 For more information on water shortages in China and India we recommend the article of Farwa Aamer „Water Must Be a 

Central Element of India-China Ties“.  
16 Levesques, India-China relations under the Modi 3.0 government. 
17 Samaan, The bigger story behind Modi’s China trip – and it’s not India’s tensions with Trump. 

https://asiasociety.org/policy-institute/farwa-aamer
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to overlook India‘s economic dependence on China, which inevitably comprises a part of 

India’s strategic autonomy, ultimately leading to a submittance to Chinese domination in the 

region.18  

Consequently, Godement (2024) explains this relationship as one of “hot peace”19, which, as 

described by Duchatel (2024), is marked by inevitable confrontation.20 He furthermore notes 

that India insists on linking border stability to overall relations, while China shows efforts to 

separate disputes from broader cooperation.21 This is also reflected by Bajpaee, Jie (2025)22, 

and Levesques, Solanki (2025)23, who all argue that the Sino-Indian relationship reflects a 

classical security dilemma. 

Looking beyond ThinkTank analyses, the Chinese Embassy to India published a Magazine on 

Sino-Indian relations in the last quarter of 2024. From the Chinese perspective, 2024 is seen as 

a positive turning point, which signals a strong emphasis on shared development goals.24 

Chinese officials promote deeper cooperation grounded in its five mutuals and frame the 

relationship as vital to regional stability and Global South solidarity25, often invoking the 

metaphor of a “Dragon-Elephant tango.”26 

In contrast, the Indian public remains sceptical. A recent survey from India shows 54.4%27 

identify the boundary dispute as central to tensions, while 69.2%28 prefer alignment with the 

U.S.-led West over China and Russia if forced to choose. These findings underscore how 

deeply the border issue shapes Indian perceptions. 

Looking ahead, it is clear that India and China approach their rivalry from different angles: 

India prioritizes resolving the border dispute as a precondition for progress, while China frames 

India’s connection to the U.S. and its 2018 Indo-Pacific strategy as part of a broader strategic 

challenge. Their divergent visions of the fundamental problems and the regional order make 

the relationship a key axis in shaping Asia’s future.29 In order to build a shared future together, 

Chadha (2024) highlighted the importance of sustained dialogue and in-person meetings from 

both sides, to overcome conflicts and build mutual trust.30 

This shows that, besides growing literature on strategic tensions and border conflicts, there is 

limited analysis of how official narratives and digital diplomacy explain and shape perceptions 

of Sino-Indian relations. This research addresses that gap by analysing posts from April 2024-

September 2025, examining how both sides frame the relationship. 

 
18 Jaffrelot, The Sino-Indian Rapprochement Is More Than Just a Response to Trump.  
19 Godement, Hot peace, p.2. 
20 Duchatel, Hot peace, p.10. 
21 Duchatel, Hot peace, p.10. 
22 Bajpaee, Jie, How China-India relations will shape Asia, p.1. 
23 Levesques, Solanki, Prospects for India-China relations.  
24 Jing, India-China Review, p.7.  
25 Jing, India-China Review, p.19. 
26 Jing, India-China Review, p.3.  
27 The Takshashila Institution, Pulse of the people, p.5. 
28 The Takshashila Institution, Pulse of the people, p.15.  
29 Bajpaee, Jie, How China-India relations will shape Asia, p.2. 
30 Chadha, Negotiating the India-China Standoff, p.4.   
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History of Sino-Indian Relations  

 

 

 

Table 1: History of Sino-Indian relations, Pauline Geyer, 10.09.2025 

 

Historically, India and China have held relations for more than 2000 years.  However, the era 

of modern relationship, as seen in Table 1, began in 1950 with the establishment of diplomatic 

relations.31 Nevertheless, tensions emerged early after, with the 1951 Seventeen Point 

Agreement affirming China’s sovereignty over Tibet. Relations further strained when India 

granted asylum to the Dalai Lama in 1959.32  

The 1962 Sino-Indian War then marked a significant point33, leading to a diplomatic freeze 

until ties were restored in 197634. Following, the 1980s-1990s saw a gradual rapprochement 

through agreements and high-level visits.35 In 2003, India recognized Tibet as part of China, 

and China (implicitly) recognized Sikkim as part of India.36 By 2009, China had become India’s 

largest trading partner.37 Despite efforts of cooperation, tensions recurred with the 2013 Daulat 

Beg Oldi standoff and the 2017 Doklam conflict.38 Informal summits between 2018 and 2019 

 
31 Reddy, India and China Relations, vii. 
32 Reddy, India and China Relations, p.2. 
33 Reddy, India and China Relations, p.5, 13. 
34 Reddy, India and China Relations, p.6. 
35 Reddy, India and China Relations, p.33 following.  
36 Mansingh, India-China Relations, p.290. 
37 Reddy, India and China Relations, p.41. 
38 The Takshashila Institution, Pulse of the people, p.3. 



SPARKS N°3 – DANCING IN LOCKSTEP  

 7 / 30 

for a short period showed goodwill, however, the 2020 Galwan Valley clash led to the worst 

violence in 45 years. In 2024, the appointment of a new Chinese ambassador and a fresh border 

agreement signalled tentative efforts at stabilization.39 

At the BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, in October 2024, President Xi and Prime Minister 

Modi met for the first time in five years, signalling a cautious reopening of high-level 

dialogue.40 This was followed by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang’s visit to New Delhi in 

August 2025, where the two sides reinforced existing agreements and introduced new 

measures, including the creation of expert and working groups under the Working Mechanism 

for Consultation and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs (WMCC) to advance 

boundary delimitation. Alongside further steps to expand trade, direct flights, visa facilities, 

and the resumption of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra pilgrimage in summer 2025 were 

established.41 A few weeks later, Prime Minister Modi travelled to Tianjin for the SCO summit, 

which was his first trip to China in years.42 Yet the decision to visit Japan before coming to 

China and to leave right before the 80th anniversary China Victory Date Military Parade, at 

which fellow quad members were absent too, was widely seen as a gesture of careful balancing, 

underscoring both India’s constraints and its strategic signalling. 

Reflecting on the Sino-Indian history, it becomes evident that mutual mistrust runs deep on 

both sides. India, on the one side, feels betrayed by China for turning Tibet into a Chinese 

territory after the 1951 annexation, for occupying additional Indian land, and for its close 

strategic partnership with Pakistan. On the other hand, China sees India’s actions as a betrayal 

as well. Important here is the granting of asylum to the Dalai Lama, pursuing a policy of 

strategic non-alignment while deepening ties with the U.S., rejecting the Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI), and endorsing the Indo-Pacific strategy over China’s Asia-Pacific vision. 

Understanding this historical context is key to interpreting the political narratives each country 

communicates. Both sides frequently reference their ancient connections to frame the present, 

using their history as a rhetorical tool to justify their positions and to promote visions for the 

future. 

China’s and India’s Embassy Presence on X 

A comparative analysis of the official X accounts of the current Chinese Ambassador to India 

and the Indian Embassy in Beijing reveals diverging diplomatic messaging and narrative 

construction. Upon Xu’s arrival in New Delhi on May 10, 2024, China not only ended a 18-

month vacancy in the ambassadorial post but also leveraged its public diplomacy efforts via 

social media. Unlike his predecessor, Sun Weidong, who served from 2019 to 2022 and 

maintained no official presence on X, Xu announced his appointment on his official X account. 

 
39 Chadha, Negotiating the India-China Standoff.  
40 Bhowmick, BRICS Reloaded: Economics, Oil, and Geopolitics at Kazan 2024. 
41 Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, Visit of China's Foreign Minister and Special Representative on the 

India-China boundary question.  
42 Jaffrelot, The Sino-Indian Rapprochement Is More Than Just a Response to Trump.  
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In a pre-departure interview with the state-run broadcaster CGTN, he articulated the key 

objectives of his tenure: 

“We are each other’s important neighbours and the biggest emerging markets and 

developing countries of the world. As President Xi Jinping said, if China and India 

speak with one voice, the whole world will listen. If the two countries join hands, the 

whole world will pay attention. (…) I will enhance the understanding and trust between 

the two sides, work to restore exchanges and cooperation in various fields, and create 

favourable conditions for a sound and steady China-India relationship.” 43 

Meanwhile, India’s presence on X is managed through the Embassy of India account, which is 

not personally linked to the Ambassador Pradeep Kumar Rawat, who assumed office in March 

2022. The account was launched in August 2016. 

Who Sets the Tempo? 

@China_Amb_Ind @EOIBeijing 

252 62 

 

Table 2: Frequency of X posts related to Sino-Indian relations between April 1, 2024-September 11, 2025; Pauline Geyer 

and Anna Aiko Birrer 

A first major asymmetry between the two accounts lies in the frequency of posts related to 

Sino-Indian relations.44 The Chinese embassy’s account has published four times as many posts 

on the bilateral relationship as the Indian Embassy in Beijing. This discrepancy is particularly 

pronounced in 2025, the year marking the 75th anniversary of diplomatic ties. Whereas the 

Chinese side referenced the anniversary 19 times and released a special commemorative edition 

of its embassy magazine45, the Indian embassy account mentioned the anniversary only three 

times, instead focusing on issues such as Operation Sindoor46, the promotion of the 

International Yoga Day, and presenting Prime Minister Modi’s recent visit to China as just 

another stop in a series of international trips, including the Maldives (July 2025) and Japan 

(August 2025). 

Moreover, Xu’s engagement extends beyond the X platform. During his tenure, he has given 

an interview and published seven op-eds featured in prominent Chinese and Indian media 

outlets, including CGTN, Mint, The Times of India, and the Indian Express. This level of 

personal authorship contrasts with the Indian embassy’s approach, which primarily reposts 

 
43 X Post 1: CGTN; May 10, 2024. 
44 For a comprehensive overview of the considered posts, the Table 3 includes a table of frequently used terms, their 

occurrence counts, and a detailed categorization of the selected posts, including full text and date. 
45 Chinese Embassy in India, China-India Review 2025. 
46 Operation Sindoor, launched in May 2025, was India’s largest counter-terrorism strike targeting terrorist camps in 

Pakistan after a deadly attack in Jammu and Kashmir killed 26 civilians.  
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content from Prime Minister Modi, the Ministry of External Affairs, and senior officials like 

External Affairs Minister of India Jaishankar and Defence Minister Singh. 

Consequently, China seems to have taken the lead in the diplomatic tango between the Dragon 

and the Elephant, setting a noticeably faster tempo,  particularly in 2025, as it intensifies efforts 

to commemorate the 75th anniversary of bilateral relations. 

Dragon and Elephant: Dancing in Lockstep? 

To systematically assess the narratives promoted by both actors, the following analysis 

organizes relevant X posts into five thematic categories. These categories were built on the 

ground of frequency of occurring topics:  

(1) People-to-People Exchange;  

(2) Synergies among Developing Economies;  

(3) Scientific Cooperation;  

(4) Cultural Exchange;  

(5) Political Discourse.  

Additionally, the wording used by both accounts to describe bilateral relations was analysed to 

deconstruct underlying political narratives: 

Word 
Frequency in Posts of 

@China_Amb_India 
Frequency in Posts of @EOIBeijing 

Ancient 

Civilizations 

8 0 

75th anniversary/ 75 

years 
19 3 

Benefit 5 0 

Consensus 17 1 

Constructive 5 6 

Contribute 13 3 

Cooperation 38 3 

Cultural Exchange 10 1 
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Friendship/ Friends/ 

Amity 
37 2 

Healthy 12 0 

Long-term 8 0 

Momentum 6 2 

Mutual 37 8 

Partnership/ 

Partners 
10 0 

People 43 8 

Sound 16 0 

Stable 24 3 

Tagore 7 5 

Tango/ 

Pas de deux 

7 0 

Trust 18 2 

Understanding 17 1 

 

Table 3: Frequency of key words in X posts between April 1, 2024-September 11, 2025;  Pauline Geyer and Anna Aiko 

Birrer47 

  

 
47 The keyword frequencies were derived from posts specifically related to Sino-Indian relations, with a comprehensive list 

of these filtered posts available in the annex. Note that the lower frequency on the Indian side can be partially explained by 

the fact that the volume of relevant posts is four times smaller. 
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1) People-to-People Exchange:  

 
X Post 3: Tokens for the 888th visa applicant of each day 

 
X Post 4: Indian citizens travelling to China in the 75th year of Sino-Indian relations 

The Chinese Embassy in New Delhi strongly emphasizes the value of people-to-people 

exchanges, particularly among the youth, as being “vital for enhancing mutual understanding 

between our two nations”48. In multiple posts, the embassy highlighted their practice of offering 

a token gift to every 888th visa applicant ever since April 2024 (see X post 3). On April 12, 

2025, a post proudly noted that over 85,000 visas had already been issued to Indian nationals 

by April 9 of that year, inviting “more Indian friends to visit China, to experience an open, safe, 

vibrant, sincere and friendly China.”49 (see X post 4) These efforts form part of a broader charm 

offensive aimed at cultivating soft power, boosting inbound tourism, and projecting an image 

of openness and hospitality. However, despite recent visa waivers for countries across Latin 

America, the Gulf, and Europe, India was notably not included in this list, highlighting the 

continued complexity of bilateral relations.50 

 
48 X Post 2: Xu Feihong; March 30, 2025. 
49 X Post 4: Xu Feihong; April 12, 2025. 
50 China Visa Application Service Center, China has decided to grant visa-free entry to ordinary passport holders from 47 

countries.  
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X Post 5: India welcoming resumption of Kailash Mansarovar Yatra pilgrimage after a gap of nearly six years 

The Indian side has remained more cautious in promoting people-to-people exchanges. Tourist 

visa restrictions were only officially lifted on July 24, 2025, ending a five-year suspension that 

began in 2020. Although the Indian Embassy in Beijing acknowledged this year the re-

establishment of direct flights from the Chinese mainland, the normalisation of visa grantings, 

and the resumption of pilgrimage after a six-year gap (see X post 5), all previously disrupted 

by strained bilateral ties, India has been noticeably more reserved in celebrating these 

developments compared to its Chinese counterpart. As a result, terms like ‘friendship’, ‘people’ 

or ‘partnership’ are rarely used by the Indian side to describe bilateral ties, whereas such 

language is more frequently employed by China.51 

2) Synergies among Developing Economies 

 

X Post 6: The world’s major smartphone markets 

 
51 According to Table 3, the Chinese Embassy in India used the term ‘friendship’ 37 times in its X posts, compared to just 

twice by the Indian Embassy in China. The word ‘partnership’ appeared 10 times in Chinese posts but not at all in Indian 

ones. Similarly, the term ‘people’ was used 43 times by the Chinese side, versus only 8 times by India. 
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X Post 7: Most influential countries in Asia 

Another prominent and recurring narrative in the Chinese Embassy’s X posts is the emphasis 

on synergies and structural similarities between China and India as leading developing 

economies. This narrative highlights the potential for partnership and cooperation by framing 

the bilateral relationship in terms of complementarity rather than competition or threat. 

Therefore, the messaging frequently draws on third-party credibility by citing international 

reports and rankings in which both countries perform well. Examples include the world’s 

smartphone markets (see X post 6) and joint prominence in regional power dynamics, as 

underscored by a Lowy Institute report on comprehensive power in Asia (see X post 7). 

 
X Post 8: China and India, the world’s 2nd and 3rd-largest economies 
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X Post 9: Top trading partners of India 

A key lexical pattern in these posts is the repeated use of the word ‘contribute’, emphasizing 

the two countries' roles in shaping domestic, regional, and global economic trajectories. Posts 

such as “China and India are projected to contribute a fifth of the global GDP in 2029, securing 

their positions as the world’s 2nd and 3rd-largest economies,”52 (see X post 8) reinforce this 

cooperative economic vision. Additionally, the Chinese Embassy in Delhi also refers to India’s 

economic dependency on the U.S. and China as its biggest trade partners (see X post 9).  

Notably, this messaging is one-sided: the Indian Embassy in Beijing does not reciprocate this 

emphasis on shared economic potential, suggesting a more cautious diplomatic posture in 

constructing narratives of economic cooperation.53 

3) Scientific Cooperation 

 
X Post 10: Role of think tanks and scholars in bilateral relations 

 
52 X Post 8: Xu Feihong; April 5, 2025. 
53 According to Table 3, the Chinese Embassy in India used the term ‘contribute’ 13 times in its X posts, compared to just 

three times by the Indian Embassy in China. The word ‘cooperation’ appeared 38 times in Chinese posts but only three times 

in Indian ones. 
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X Post 11: Ambassador Shri Pradeep Rawat’s visit to PKU 

Academic exchange is a relatively balanced theme across both the Chinese and Indian 

diplomatic X accounts. The Chinese side emphasized the importance of scientific collaboration 

by stating, “For a sound and stable China-India relationship, think tanks and scholars have a 

big role to play.”54 (see X post 10) This narrative is echoed by the Indian Embassy in Beijing, 

which reported that Ambassador Shri Pradeep Rawat visited Peking University on 18 March 

2025, where he praised the university’s role in fostering India-China academic and cultural 

exchange (see X post 11). The mutual acknowledgment of higher education institutions and 

scholarly dialogue suggests a shared understanding of how intellectual engagement can 

stabilize bilateral relations. 

4) Cultural Exchange 

 

X Post 12: The Ancient Tea-Horse Road 

 

 
54 X Post 10: Xu Feihong; January 18, 2025. 
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X Post 13: China’s Spring Festival and India’s Holi Festival 

The Chinese embassy emphasizes the narrative of India and China as ‘ancient civilizations’, 

drawing on the long history of cultural interaction and exchange. In its posts, it refers to the 

Silk Road, Dunhuang, and the ancient Tea-Horse Road as metaphors to illustrate centuries of 

cultural interconnectedness between the two nations (see X post 12). Moreover, cultural 

parallels are highlighted, such as the celebration of spring through China's Spring Festival and 

India’s Holi Festival, reflecting “the amazing similarity between the two civilizations”55 (see 

X post 13). 

 

X Post 14: Activities leading up to the 11th International Day of Yoga 

In contrast, the Indian Embassy in Beijing tends to focus more on promoting its own cultural 

exports abroad, such as yoga (see X post 14), tea, spices, and classical dance traditions. To 

mark the 75 years of diplomatic relations, India is hosting the India Impressions Film Festival, 

 
55 X Post 13: Xu Feihong; March 18, 2025. 
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a screening of Indian movies. Yet, the overall tone of its very few anniversary posts remain 

restrained, and no additional commemorative initiatives or official publications are undertaken. 

 

X Post 15: Honouring the 163rd birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore 

Nonetheless, both embassies acknowledge the enduring legacy of Rabindranath Tagore.56 

However, a notable asymmetry emerges for what he is celebrated for. India emphasizes 

Tagore’s national significance, portraying him as a foundational figure who shaped the 

country's literary and cultural soul (see X post 15). In contrast, the Chinese Embassy adopts a 

more transnational lens, commemorating Tagore’s 1924 visit to China. This tribute positions 

Tagore as a historical figure of cross-cultural diplomacy whose vision remains relevant in 

fostering mutual understanding and cultural ties. 

Consequently, China’s narratives emphasize the interconnectedness and parallels with India, 

using terms such as ‘ancient civilizations’ and ‘cultural exchange’. In contrast, India’s 

messaging in Beijing focuses more on promoting its own distinct cultural identity.57 

  

 
56 According to Table 3, Tagore was mentioned almost equally often: seven times by the Chinese Embassy in India and five 

times by the Indian Embassy in China. 
57 According to Table 3, the Chinese Embassy in India used the term ‘ancient civilizations’ eight times whereas the Indian 

Embassy in China did not use it at all. Similarly, ‘cultural exchange’ appeared ten times in Chinese posts, but only once in 

those by the Indian side. 
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5) Political Discourse 

 
X Post 16: Despite weathering ups and downs, China-India relations have always surged forward 

 
X Post 17: Bring the Sino-Indian relations back to the track of healthy and stable development 

Xu Feihong’s X posts frame the 2020 border incident and the subsequent tensions as serious 

yet manageable disruptions that should not obstruct the trajectory of future ties. He writes that 

“(...) despite weathering ups and downs, China-India relations have always surged forward like 

the Yangtze and the Ganges”58 (see X post 16). He further urges seeing bilateral ties from a 

“strategic height and long-term perspective”59, advocating to return to a “healthy and stable”60 

path, where both countries “live in harmony and develop side by side”61 (see X post 17). Within 

this narrative, the border dispute is portrayed as just one among many issues, such as shared 

regional and global interests, and is not elevated to define the overall relationship. Chinese 

official discourse notably avoids terms like ‘rivalry’ or ‘competition’. Instead, the language in 

Xu Feihong’s X posts emphasizes ‘cooperation’, ‘trust’, ‘understanding’, and even 

‘consensus’, aiming to frame future ties as ‘healthy’, ‘sound’, ‘stable’.62 This language is 

consistent with China’s broader diplomatic lexicon of mutual benefit and win-win outcomes, 

 
58 X Post 16: Xu Feihong; April 3, 2025. 
59 X Post 17: Xu Feihong; January 22, 2025. 
60 X Post 17: Xu Feihong; January 22, 2025. 
61 X Post 17: Xu Feihong; January 22, 2025. 
62 According to Table 3, the mentioned terms are either absent or used very rarely in Indian X posts. For detailed counts, see 

Table 3. 
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structured around the five ‘mutuals’: mutual respect, mutual understanding, mutual trust, 

mutual accommodation, and mutual accomplishment. 

 
X Post 18: Meeting between Wang Yi and Subrahmanyam Jaishankar in July 2024 

 
X Post 19: Meeting between Prime Minister Modi and President Xi Jinping at the BRICS Summit in Kazan in October 2024 

By contrast, India’s narrative places stronger emphasis on resolving the border dispute as a 

precondition for broader progress. India’s External Affairs Minister of India Jaishankar has 

repeatedly asserted that “the state of the border will necessarily be reflected in the state of our 

ties”63 (see X post 18). Even during moments of diplomatic engagement, such as the BRICS 

Summit in Kazan, where mutual trust, respect, and sensitivity were articulated as guiding 

principles (see X post 19), External Affairs Minister of India Jaishankar reiterated India’s firm 

position: “restoration of peace and tranquillity would be the basis of the rest of the relationship 

to move forward”64. 

 
63 X Post 18: Reposting S. Jaishankar; July 25, 2024. 
64 X Post 20: Reposting S. Jaishankar; December 3, 2024. 
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X Post 21: Condemning China’s renaming of places in Arunachal Pradesh 

Moreover, India’s Embassy in Beijing has also openly challenged China, notably accusing the 

Global Times’ report on operation Sindoor as “disinformation” and condemning China’s 

renaming of places in Arunachal Pradesh as  “vain and preposterous attempts”65 to claim Indian 

territory (see X post 21). 

However, in an interview with Lex Friedman held in March 202566, India’s Prime Minister 

Modi adopted a more conciliatory and accommodating tone. Referring to the deep cultural 

connections and mutual learning among the two nations, he echoed recurring narratives in 

Chinese discourse. Further, Prime Minister Modi framed the border tensions as natural 

differences among neighbours and called the need for healthy competition rather than conflict: 

“It is true that there have been ongoing border disputes between us. And in 2020, the 

incidents along the border created significant tensions between our countries. 

However, after my recent meeting with President Xi, we have seen a return to normalcy 

at the border. We are now working to restore conditions to how they were before 2020. 

Slowly but surely, trust, enthusiasm, and energy will return. But of course, it will take 

some time, since there’s been a five-year gap. Our cooperation isn’t just beneficial, it’s 

also essential for global stability and prosperity. And since the 21st century is Asia’s 

century, we want India and China to compete in a healthy and natural way. Competition 

is not a bad thing, but it should never turn into conflict.”67 

 
65 X Post 21: EOI in Beijing; May 14, 2025. 
66 Conversation with Prime Minister Modi, Lex Fridman Podcast; March 16, 2025. 
67 Conversation with Prime Minister Modi, Lex Fridman Podcast; March 16, 2025. A full transcript of Modi’s statement 

regarding Sino-Indian relations can be found in the annex. 
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X Post 22: Meeting between President Xi and Prime Minister Modi at the SCO Summit 2025 

Nonetheless, despite the gradual approach to rebuilding trust, the Indian official discourse 

remains cautious: rather than describing bilateral relations as ‘stable’ or ‘sound’, India opts for 

more restrained terms like ‘constructive’.68 The reluctance to align too closely with China was 

evident at the SCO Summit of August 2025. Even though Prime Minister Modi acknowledged 

the “positive momentum in India-China relations”69 (see X post 22), he posted multiple times 

on X during the summit, sharing photos with every world leader he met, along with amicable 

handshake pictures, underscoring the value of each bilateral relationship.70 By doing so, he 

signalled India’s commitment to maintaining strategic multi‑alignment, at least for as long and 

to the extent possible. 

Conclusion 

The Tango metaphor, according to table 3 predominantly used by China, evokes the image of 

two actors who are mutually dependent: if one falls out of step, the entire dance collapses. 

Unlike a game of tennis, which implies a zero-sum dynamic, tango symbolizes the possibility 

of win-win outcomes. Crucially, both partners must follow the same rhythm, pace, and 

choreography, including aligned dance steps and figures.  

So, do the Dragon and the Elephant truly dance in lockstep toward a shared future? 

When comparing our findings with existing literature, parallels emerge. For example, both 

countries refer to the importance of scientific cooperation and shared values such as upholding 

mutual respect and interest, yet they frame the sources of tension differently. Adding to the 

existing literature, our analysis reveals that China sets the pace of the dance, while India 

appears more hesitant by slowing the dance and requiring time to build trust and balancing its 

strategic multi-alignment approach. This divergence is clearly reflected in the volume and tone 

 
68 According to Table 3, the Chinese and the Indian Embassy similarly use the word ‘constructive’. 
69 X Post 22: Reposting N. Modi; August 31, 2025. 
70 Particularly notable were the posts about Putin, in which the friendly relationship between Russia and India was 

emphasised. 



SPARKS N°3 – DANCING IN LOCKSTEP  

 22 / 30 

of X activity. Chinese messaging is frequent and future-oriented, while Indian official posts are 

fewer and more hesitant.  

Subsequently, the two are not always aligned in their choreography either: the Dragon and the 

Elephant perform different dance steps. China advances strong narratives emphasizing the 

interconnectedness and historical parallels between the two ancient civilizations, actively 

promotes people-to-people exchanges, frames economic cooperation as mutually beneficial, 

and situates boundary issues within the broader context of a long bilateral history. In contrast, 

India‘s posts tend to highlight its cultural identity, national interests, and openly address 

challenges such as the border conflict rather than striking shared narratives in the Sino-Indian 

relationship. 

Our findings suggest that while both are moving in the same general direction, towards 

increased cooperation in a multipolar world, they are not yet dancing in sync. Moments of 

rhetorical convergence, such as Prime Minister Modi’s more conciliatory tone in recent 

interviews, along with the diplomatic re-engagements in Kazan (2024) and Tianjin (2025), 

signal a momentum in Sino-Indian relations. Amid mounting pressure from the U.S., India 

appears to be dancing more closely with China through multilateral platforms like BRICS and 

SCO. Yet, its digital diplomacy seems less invested in re-shaping bilateral ties than China and 

it remains careful not to loosen its ties with the Quad and other SCO member states. This is 

reflected in the Prime Minister Modi’s multiple posts during the SCO summit with fellow 

world leaders and his absence from Beijing’s military parade earlier this month. In essence, the 

Dragon and the Elephant may be performing on the same stage with an increasing 

synchronization. However, the styles and steps of their diplomatic dance remain mismatched. 

Unless this gap in tempo and trust narrows, a truly shared future remains unlikely, at least for 

now. 
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https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1893527546601361818
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1893527546601361818
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1893527546601361818
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1901878377893515465
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1901878377893515465
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1901878377893515465
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1901878377893515465
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1901878377893515465
https://x.com/EOIBeijing/status/1929809050859962523$
https://x.com/EOIBeijing/status/1787806222378283229
https://x.com/EOIBeijing/status/1787806222378283229
https://x.com/EOIBeijing/status/1787806222378283229
https://x.com/EOIBeijing/status/1787806222378283229
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1907677976390504671
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1907677976390504671
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1907677976390504671
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1881962797971755510
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1881962797971755510
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economies, #China and #India should focus on development and cooperation, which is in the 

interests of peace and prosperity in the region and the world.We need to view and handle the 

https://t.co/rvZ58WomNb" / X 

X Post 18: Reposting S. Jaishankar; July 25, 2024; retrieved: (6) Dr. S. Jaishankar on X: "Met 

with CPC Politburo member and FM Wang Yi in Vientiane today. Continued our ongoing 

discussions about our bilateral relationship. The state of the border will necessarily be reflected 

on the state of our ties. Agreed on the need to give strong guidance to complete the 

https://t.co/pZDRio1e94" / X 

X Post 19: Reposting N. Modi; October 23, 2024; retrieved: 6) Narendra Modi on X: "Met 

President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the Kazan BRICS Summit. India-China relations are 

important for the people of our countries, and for regional and global peace and stability. 

Mutual trust, mutual respect and mutual sensitivity will guide bilateral relations. 

https://t.co/tXfudhAU4b" / X 

X Post 20: Reposting S. Jaishankar; December 3, 2024; retrieved: 6) My statement in Lok 

Sabha regarding ‘recent developments in India’s relations with China’. / X 

X Post 21: EOI in Beijing; May 14, 2025; retrieved: (6) India in China on X: "Response to 

media queries on renaming places in Arunachal Pradesh by China (May 14, 2025) 

https://t.co/sitIHitji1" / X 

X Post 22: Reposting N. Modi; August 31, 2025; retrieved: 

https://x.com/narendramodi/status/1962085023034863976 

  

https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1881962797971755510
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1881962797971755510
https://x.com/China_Amb_India/status/1881962797971755510
https://x.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1816478915025854587
https://x.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1816478915025854587
https://x.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1816478915025854587
https://x.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1816478915025854587
https://x.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1816478915025854587
https://x.com/narendramodi/status/1849075288828965190
https://x.com/narendramodi/status/1849075288828965190
https://x.com/narendramodi/status/1849075288828965190
https://x.com/narendramodi/status/1849075288828965190
https://x.com/narendramodi/status/1849075288828965190
https://x.com/i/broadcasts/1lDxLlrQOYkxm
https://x.com/i/broadcasts/1lDxLlrQOYkxm
https://x.com/EOIBeijing/status/1922605012997255461
https://x.com/EOIBeijing/status/1922605012997255461
https://x.com/EOIBeijing/status/1922605012997255461
https://x.com/narendramodi/status/1962085023034863976
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Annex: 

 

1) Transcript of Modi’s Statement on India-China Relations in the Lex Fridman 

Podcast (March 2025)   

 

Lex Fridman 

(01:40:52) You and Xi Jinping have considered each other friends. How can that friendship be 

reinvigorated to help de-escalate some of the recent tensions, and resume dialogue and 

cooperation with China? 

 

Narendra Modi 

(01:41:06) Look, the relationship between India and China isn’t something new. Both nations 

have ancient cultures and civilizations. Even in the modern world, they play a significant role. 

If you look at historical records, for centuries, India and China have learned from each other. 

Together, they have always contributed to the global good in some way. Old records suggest 

that at one point India and China alone accounted for more than 50% of the world’s GDP. 

That’s how massive India’s contribution was. And I believe our ties have been extremely 

strong, with deep cultural connections. If we look back centuries, there’s no real history of 

conflict between us. It has always been about learning from each other and understanding one 

another. At one time, Buddhism had a profound influence in China, and that philosophy 

originally came from here. Our relationship should remain just as strong in the future. It should 

continue to grow. Of course, differences are natural. When two neighbouring countries exist, 

occasional disagreements are bound to happen. Even within a family, not everything is always 

perfect. But our focus is to ensure that these differences don’t turn into disputes. That’s what 

we actively work toward. Instead of discord, we emphasize dialogue, because only through 

dialogue can we build a stable cooperative relationship that serves the best interests of both 

nations. It is true that there have been ongoing border disputes between us. And in 2020, the 

incidents along the border created significant tensions between our countries. However, after 

my recent meeting with President Xi, we have seen a return to normalcy at the border. We are 

now working to restore conditions to how they were before 2020. Slowly but surely, trust, 

enthusiasm, and energy will return. But of course, it will take some time, since there’s been a 

five-year gap. Our cooperation isn’t just beneficial, it’s also essential for global stability and 

prosperity. And since the 21st century is Asia’s century, we want India and China to compete 

in a healthy and natural way. Competition is not a bad thing, but it should never turn into 

conflict. 

 

2) Filtered Posts referring to Sino-Indian Relations between 1 April, 2024-11 

September 2025 used for the Analysis 

 

For the analysis, only posts directly related to Sino-Indian relations were considered. 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=ZPUtA3W-7_I&t=6052
https://youtube.com/watch?v=ZPUtA3W-7_I&t=6066
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